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September 1990: Army officers admitted for the first time the existence of a "nuclear project" in
Guaratiba, 30 km. south of Rio de Janeiro. The army insisted that project objectives were "peaceful."
May 1991: The Brazilian Physics Society warned the government that Brazil possessed all necessary
elements to produce an atomic bomb. December 1991: The Brazilian and Argentine governments
signed a treaty banning research, testing and construction of nuclear weapons. January 1992:
Education Minister and physicist Jose Goldemberg said the Brazilian Civil Aeronautics Association
and the Army had planned to produce a nuclear weapon by 1985. Feb. 2: Army Science and
Technology Secretary Gen. Romero Lepesqueur admitted that the nuclear reactor currently under
construction in Guaratiba would have the potential to produce a weapon, but will serve only as a
research laboratory. The general said, "Brazil doesn't want to be surprised by any country...Brazil
must know its enemy in order to fight its enemy." According to Lepesqueur, "For now, our concern
is with defensive weapons, but whoever prepares technologically against the effects of a nuclear
weapon is also capable of preparing for attack." The Guaritaba project and the Navy's construction
of a nuclear submarine have been postponed for lack of funds. The government has not approved a
US$50 million request by the Army for nuclear projects in 1992. (Sources: Spanish news service EFE,
Agence France-Presse, 02/02/92)
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